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CREATIVE BRIEF

NARRATIVE ASSIGNMENT

Illustrated cover design for either a picture book or a chapter 
book.

This includes front back and spine

You should have your creative brief (a paragraph is fine) 
Narrative Creative Brief folder. One page max, describing your 
topic, and your approach. Style will be determined by showing 
examples in your process mood board can be submitted as you 
research.

Optional interior art for all, but required for Illustration minors:

Picture books: in addition to cover a two-page spread or two 
single pages full color interior for picture book. 

Chapter books: in addition to cover two chapter head spot 
illustrations black and white are typical

SIZES

Sample closed picture book size 9.25” x 11.25” (plus approx .25” 
spine varies according to number of pages)

Sample closed chapter book size 5.5” x 8” (plus approx 1” varies 
according to number of pages)

Picture book options:

Option 1: Select an existing story to tell or retell in a different 
style from the original

Option 2: Select a classic fairytale to fracture, and reimagine 
for a picture book. ie Grimm Bros. Hans Christian Anderson, 
etc...

Option 3: Select a famous person to do a biographical book 
about- this in considered non-fiction

You may use another size for a picture book or a chapter book 
if it is practical. Do your research or match a book you have 
that you can use as a model.
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CREATIVE BRIEF

Chapter book option 2:

You will design and illustrate for a cover design, front back and 
spine

1. Provide a mood-board suggesting style, and technique. Do 
your research! And this will be part of your creative approach.

2. Then thumbnails exploring multiple compositions, 6 to 8 
layouts for the cover concepts

3. Consider the opportunity to show off lettering as well as 
strong imagery. As you select your story, consider how yours 
will look different from previous publications. It does not 
necessarily have to include the character although that is 
one of the common solutions. It doesn’t have to be based on a 
scene from the book but that is also a common solution.

Deliverables: Process and final presentation must be submitted 
to Brightspace Narrative Illustration folder before exam.
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SUBJECT/DESIGN RESEARCH
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TYPOGRAPHY EXPLORATIONS

Dear Script

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmNnOo 
PpQqRrSsT tUuVvWwXxYyZz 
1234567890&

Flowers Kingdom

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmN-

nOoPpQqRrSsTtUuVvWwXxYyZz 

Chandler42

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmNnOo 
PpQqRrSsTtUuVvWwXxYyZz 
1234567890&

Bauhaus 93

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmN-
nOo 
PpQqRrSsTtUuVvWwXxYyZz 

Futura PT

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKkLlMmNnOo 
PpQqRrSsTtUuVvWwXxYyZz 
1234567890&

* red box indicates which typefaces were used in final
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DESIGN EXPLORATIONS
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SKETCHES
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ROUGHS
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FINAL LAYOUTS
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CHAPTER MARKERS
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FLAT COVER DESIGN 
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MOCKED UP DESIGN 
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